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TRIBUTE TO MR. TONY ‘‘FISH’’ 

AGUIRRE 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Tony ‘‘Fish’’ Aguirre, a re-
markable and compassionate leader whose 
legacy has touched so many Kansas Citians. 
Mr. Aguirre entered our world on February 8, 
1929, and passed on March 19, 2006. His 
passing is a deep loss felt by his family, the 
Westside community, the greater Kansas City 
area, and most assuredly, the thousands of 
lives he touched through his 50-plus years of 
service to Kansas City’s youth. 

Tony was blessed with natural athletic ability 
and became a talented all-around athlete in 
his youth, almost being drafted to play profes-
sional baseball and being offered a college 
basketball scholarship. At the age of 17, his 
God-given talent led to his calling of coaching 
the boys and girls from his neighborhood, the 
Westside. Tony went on to graduate from 
Redemptorist High School in 1949 and later 
married his wife, Joan. Tony credited his wife 
with encouraging him to return to athletics at 
the Guadalupe Center after graduating from 
high school. From that point forward, Tony 
Aguirre and Guadalupe Center athletics would 
become synonymous and well-known through-
out Kansas City. 

From the age of 17 until his death, Tony 
coached kids year-round in basketball, base-
ball, softball, and football for the Guadalupe 
Center. Tony was more than just a coach to 
the Westside youth; he was a friend, mentor, 
father figure, and counselor to at least three 
generations of ball players. Tony was at the 
forefront of youth development, before youth 
development became a key program term. His 
cheers and support came hand in hand with 
the patience and kindness Tony shared with 
‘‘his kids.’’ Tony went that extra mile, whether 
it was keeping the Sacred Heart gym open 
late for basketball practice, or marking the 
park fields for baseball, softball, or football, 
Tony did everything possible to help ‘‘his kids’’ 
be competitive and proud of themselves. Tony 
impacted the lives of many, and his influence 
was far reaching, both inside and outside the 
Latino community. Tony will long be remem-
bered for his kind smile and words of encour-
agement he shared with everyone. 

In 1988, the Guadalupe Center established 
the Tony Aguirre High School Scholarship 
Award to help deserving students from the 
Hispanic community attend private or paro-
chial high school in Mr. Aguirre’s honor. In 
2000, the city of Kansas City, MO, honored 
Tony’s contributions by naming the newly con-
structed Westside Community Center after 
him. Never seeking accolades, Tony received 
numerous awards throughout his life for his 
service, coaching, and dedication to youth. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing 
our heartfelt sympathy to his wife, Joan 
Aguirre, his children, Sandy, Steve, Arlynne, 
Kathy and Amy, his 19 grandchildren, 1 great- 
grandchild, and his many relatives and friends. 
I urge my colleagues to please join me in con-
veying our gratitude to his family for sharing 
this great man with us, and to accept our con-
dolences for their tremendous loss. He was an 
inspiration to us all. 

COMMENDING THE NORTH TEXAS 
FIREFIGHTERS FOR SERVICE 
DURING THE PANHANDLE FIRES 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend those North Texas firefighters who 
risked their very lives to protect so many oth-
ers from the Panhandle fires that have 
plagued the west Texas region. 

North Texas has seen its fair share of 
wildfires this year. Always showing their brav-
ery and professionalism, local firefighters have 
fought back these deadly fires and now, as 
the call was heeded for assistance to our fel-
low Texans. Our firefighters selflessly gath-
ered to take swift action in fighting the fires in 
the west. With adversity clearly in sight, these 
firefighters went far beyond their call of duty 
and exemplified the very definition of courage. 

The combined efforts of the North Texas 
fire, rescue and emergency services helped to 
end the deadly wildfires before they threat-
ened even more homes and families. I am 
pleased to commend the following depart-
ments for their services: Lewisville Fire De-
partment, Lake Cities Fire Department, Little 
Elm Fire Department, Denton Fire Depart-
ment, Flower Mound Fire Department, Coppell 
Fire Department, Carrollton Fire Department, 
Denton County Fire Marshals Office, Denton 
County Emergency Services, North Tarrant 
County Volunteer Fire Department, Hurst Fire 
Department, and Forrest Hill Fire Department. 

It brings me great pride to commend the 
firefighters of these areas for their care and 
dedication. May they be an example to us all. 

f 

COLLEGE ACCESS AND 
OPPORTUNITY ACT OF 2005 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 609) to amend 
and extend the Higher Education Act of 1965: 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chairman, as a 
former teacher, mother, and grandmother, I 
rise in opposition to H.R. 609, the so-called 
College Access and Opportunity Act. H.R. 609 
represents a major missed opportunity to 
make college more affordable and accessible, 
to boost America’s economic competitiveness, 
and to invest in America’s future. 

The Republican majority is bringing this bill 
to the floor just 2 months after they passed 
the Budget Reconciliation Act, which slashed 
federal student aid programs by $12 billion. 
H.R. 609 does nothing to reverse this raid on 
student aid, nor does it do anything to make 
college loans more affordable. In fact, this bill 
freezes the authorized level of the maximum 
Pell grant scholarship. If this bill is passed, 
Pell grants would be frozen at just $200 above 
the current level until 2013. This would mean 
less money to help students go to school. 

With millions of American families struggling 
to pay for college, it is critical that Congress 

act to make college more affordable. I would 
like to share with my colleagues part of a let-
ter that a constituent from Des Plaines, Illinois, 
recently wrote to me: 

My son who is out of college for 2 years, 
makes about $30,000. His major was public re-
lations, but could not get a job in that field 
since he had no experience. So he finally got 
a job in sales. Since he went to school in 
Iowa, we consolidated his loans with an Iowa 
firm. His loans were over $100,000. His month-
ly payment was about $500 [in addition] he 
has the federal loans [amounting to] over 
$100. As of Feb. 6th he will pay over $700 a 
month for his private loan plus his federal 
loans which will bring him over $850 a 
month. This is for the next 20 years . . . I 
would like for someone to tell me how does 
the government expect kids to be able to 
make a life for themselves when the interest 
rates keep going up on school loans? Why 
can’t students have a lower fixed rate? 

I also understand that when kids get out of 
college you are figuring that you will be 
making enough money to pay their loans. 
But what about the kids that aren’t engi-
neers, doctors, or lawyers? What about those 
average kids who go to college because they 
know in order to get a job these days you 
need that degree but do not make large sala-
ries and barely make enough money to live. 
My kids are used to hard work, for example, 
working two jobs. I guess I figured that once 
you have that degree, it would be a little 
easier to get a job. Obviously, that is not the 
case. 

This is just one of thousands of such sto-
ries. The members of the majority must be 
hearing them too. However, H.R. 609 contains 
little assistance for the millions of low- and 
middle-income families who continue to strug-
gle to pay for college. Instead the majority 
chose to make tax breaks for the wealthy a 
priority over helping the next generation of 
Americans go to college. 

That is why I encourage all of my col-
leagues to support the Democratic alternative. 
The Democratic alternative would cut in half 
the student loan interest rate for borrowers 
who are most in need. The substitute also es-
tablishes a new Predominantly Black Serving 
Institution program, a new graduate Hispanic 
Serving Institution program and Minority 
Teaching Centers for Excellence to increase 
the number of highly qualified teachers, includ-
ing minority teachers. The substitute provides 
for year-round Pell grants. It establishes a 
minimum grant of $500,000 for tribal colleges. 
It repeals the single lender rule, which re-
quires student borrowers to consolidate their 
loans with their existing lender. Under the sub-
stitute, the borrower could choose which lend-
er he or she wishes to use to consolidate 
loans. 

At a time when the United States needs to 
invest in innovation and education in order to 
compete in the 21st century, H.R. 609 leads 
us in the wrong direction. It will force many 
students to forgo college altogether. For many 
students, financial barriers are the principal 
factor that determines whether they will suc-
cessfully complete college or not. American 
students need and deserve more affordable 
college opportunities, not additional barriers to 
achievement and opportunity. I literally shake 
my head in wonder at these counterproductive 
cuts. We should be increasing opportunities 
for Americans to further their education. The 
Republican majority has instead given us a 
shameful sham of a bill. 

I urge all of my colleagues to adopt the 
Democratic alternative and to oppose H.R. 
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609, the ‘‘Republican Missed College Opportu-
nities’’ bill. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE RIGHT REV-
EREND MONSIGNOR SYLVESTER 
HLADKY 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay homage to the Right Reverend Mon-
signor Sylvester Hladky, a humble lifelong 
servant of the Catholic Byzantine Church, pas-
tor of Saints Peter and Paul Byzantine Catho-
lic Church, and permanent papal prelate. 

Born in 1909 in Brooklyn, NY, Sylvester 
Hladky knew very early that a life of service 
was for him. After serving his country for 3 
years in the United States Navy, the Mon-
signor was ordained from Saint Joseph Semi-
nary in Edmonton, AB, Canada in 1936. As a 
young priest, then-Father Hladky spent his 
time working in Ukrainian mission churches at 
Fisher Branch, Poplar Fields, and the Indian 
reservation areas of Manitoba. Following these 
assignments, Father Hladky was then as-
signed to mission churches throughout On-
tario, to include Welland, Grimsby, Saint 
Catharaines, Brantford, Kitchener, Thorold, 
and Niagara Falls. After serving in the Byzan-
tine Ruthenian Eparchy of Pittsburgh, Father 
Hladky was made the pastor of Saints Peter 
and Paul Byzantine Catholic Church in Struth-
ers, OH. 

Father Hladky came to Warren, OH, in Au-
gust 1945, where he was the pastor of Saints 
Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic Church on 
School Street. The parish grew from 30 to 300 
families. After leading a building fund cam-
paign, the parishioners purchased property for 
the construction of a new church and rectory. 
On Christmas Day 1950, Father Hladky cele-
brated the first divine liturgy in the new 
church. 

The father dreamt of a parish school where 
students would receive an academic edu-
cation, as well as a spiritual one in the Byzan-
tine tradition, and, in 1954, purchased a home 
to be used as a convent by the Benedictine 
Sisters who arrived from Lisle, IL, to teach. 
Construction of a school began, and in 1957, 
Saints Peter and Paul School opened with 10 
classrooms and an auditorium, later adding 16 
more classrooms for high school classes. 

In 1961, on the 25th anniversary of Father 
Hladky entering the priesthood, he was ap-
pointed dean of the Youngstown Deanery. By 
1965, he was named a monsignor, and later, 
in 1975, he was made a right reverend mon-
signor. Pope John Paul II named him a per-
manent papal prelate. 

From 1968 to 1996, Monsignor Hladky also 
served as president of the Greek Catholic 
Union Tribunal. The monsignor and his parish 
were instrumental in helping the Benedictine 
Sisters of the Byzantine Rite to establish an 
independent monastery in Warren. In 1990, 
the parish erected a 46-apartment residence 
near the church for elderly parishioners. 

After a short illness, the monsignor passed 
away on March 7, 2006, at Saint Joseph 
Health Center in Warren, OH. 

In the book of Matthew, chapter 16, verse 
18, the Lord said to his disciple, Simon, ‘‘and 

I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of Hell 
shall not overcome it.’’ Just as Simon was the 
rock upon which the Christian faith grew and 
flourished, so was Monsignor Hladky the ever- 
present and ever-faithful rock upon which our 
homes, communities, and families grew and 
also flourished. Mahoning Valley citizens of all 
faiths pray for Monsignor Hladky and his par-
ish, because this faithful and dutiful servant of 
God was truly a blessing and we are grateful 
to have had him touch our valley so. 

f 

COMMEMORATING TONY CRAVER 
FOR HIS OUTSTANDING CON-
TRIBUTION AS MENDOCINO 
COUNTY SHERIFF 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Tony Craver on the occa-
sion of his retirement as Sheriff and for his 34 
years of outstanding service to the Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

Tony Craver’s accomplishments range from 
developing outreach programs for needle ex-
change and related disease prevention to im-
proving criminal justice policies in conjunction 
with local tribes, the Attorney General’s Office 
of Native American Affairs and the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. 

Sheriff Craver served on the California State 
Sheriff’s Association’s committee on Native 
American affairs. He worked closely with local 
tribal leaders to help establish tribal police pro-
grams and improve tribal criminal justice pro-
grams. 

Working with patients, care givers, the med-
ical community, and other local authorities, 
Sheriff Craver established mutually agreeable 
guidelines and created a departmental state-
ment of policy six years before the state legis-
lature passed a bill on medical marijuana. He 
developed the first practical and reasonable 
method of accommodating medical marijuana 
consumers and providers with minimal police 
intervention by establishing a photo ID card 
system with verification capabilities in the 
State of California. 

Sheriff Craver served on the Evaluation and 
Advisory panel of the Disease Prevention 
Demonstration Project established by the 
State of California Department of Health Serv-
ices Office on AIDS. 

In 2005, the California Rifle and Pistol Asso-
ciation named Sheriff Craver as Outstanding 
Peace Officer of the Year. 

In addition to his official duties, Tony Craver 
was a director of the Fort Bragg Kiwanis Club, 
and a member of the Mendocino Masonic 
Lodge, the Pomo Shrine Club, Fort Bragg 
Shrine Club, Ukiah Gun Club, and the Red-
wood Practical Shooters. 

Born in Sonoma County, Sheriff Craver 
served until his honorable discharge in both 
the United States Marine Corps and in the 
U.S. Army Reserves. He has an Associate of 
Arts degree in Administration of Justice from 
Mendocino Community College and a Lifetime 
Vocational Teaching Credential. 

Beloved and respected by the community 
and his fellow deputies, Sheriff Craver looks 
forward to retirement and spending more time 

with his wife Joanne, his four children and four 
grandchildren. He plans to enjoy the great out-
doors and get back into fishing and competi-
tive shooting. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, Tony Craver 
earned the admiration and respect of his 
peers and left a positive legacy from his years 
in the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Department. 
For these reasons, it is appropriate that we 
honor his 34 years of commitment and service 
to law enforcement and public service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EGIDIANA MACCIONI 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I congratulate Egidiana 
Maccioni on receiving the 2006 President’s 
Medal from Marymount Manhattan College. 

In her family’s restaurants, Le Cirque and 
Osterio de Circo, Mrs. Maccioni has worked 
tirelessly as a chef and hostess, making spe-
cial memories of great food and lively con-
versation for a diverse community of New 
Yorkers. A woman who has quietly pursued 
her goals as a wife, mother, and business-
woman, Mrs. Maccioni truly embodies the spir-
it of New York City and is more than worthy 
of this recognition. 

In presenting Egidiana Maccioni with the 
President’s Medal, Marymount Manhattan Col-
lege continues a long tradition of honoring in-
dividuals who have distinguished themselves 
through service to their professions and com-
munities. I congratulate Mrs. Maccioni on this 
prestigious honor, the latest among her note-
worthy achievements. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LAS 
VEGAS WINGS CHAPTER OF THE 
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
SOCIETY 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the contributions of a special group of 
American heroes, those that have received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. I honor them 
today for their service and dedication to our 
great Nation. 

The Distinguished Flying Cross was author-
ized by an Act of Congress on July 2, 1926 
and is awarded to any officer or enlisted mem-
ber of the Armed Forces who has distin-
guished themselves during combat in support 
of operations by ‘‘heroism or extraordinary 
achievement while participating in an aerial 
flight.’’ 

Since its creation the Distinguished Flying 
Cross has been awarded to some of Amer-
ica’s greatest aviators and serves as a re-
minder of their heroic actions. This prestigious 
medal was first awarded to Charles A. Lind-
bergh, of the U.S. Army Corps Reserve, for 
his solo flight of 3,600 miles across the Atlan-
tic in 1927. The first Distinguished Flying 
Cross to be awarded to a Naval Aviator was 
awarded to Richard E. Byrd, of the U.S. Navy 
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